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ASHRAE Austin: 

We have another LUNCH meeting this 

month to accommodate those with Holiday 

evening plans.  Always a joy to see new  

faces for those that lunchtime works better 

for.  Very interesting topic of kitchen        

ventilation presented by Accurex.  Since it’s 

a special time of year, I’ll depart from my 

typical president’s message and offer a fun 

spin on “Twas The Night Before Christmas”.  

Enjoy! 

 

In an effort to minimize potential liability 

and calm homeowners' concerns, the    

following report is submitted by the        

Association's legal counsel. 

 

 Whereas, on or about the night 

prior to Christmas, there occurred at a   

certain condominium (hereinafter "Unit" 

with identifying numbers redacted for    

privacy purposes) a general lack of stirring 

by creatures therein, including, but not  

limited to a mouse (an issue under review 

with the Association's pest control         

company). Socks had been affixed around 

the chimney in the hope that St. Nick aka 

Santa Claus ("Claus") would arrive        

sometime thereafter. 

 The Board asked our firm if the 

hanging of socks was a violation of the   

governing documents. After extensive    

review by one of our associate attorneys, it 

was determined that no violations occurred. 

The CC&Rs (covenants, conditions, &     

restrictions) and Condo Plan identify the 

mantle as part of the Unit. As such, owners 

are allowed to decorate their mantles. 

Occupancy Restrictions. The minor         

residents, i.e. children residing at the   

aforementioned Unit in conformance with 

the Association's occupancy restrictions, 

(which allow no more than two residents 

per bedroom and one for the unit i.e., the 

2 + 1 rule), were in their beds and       

engaged in dreams of candies, nuts and/

or sugar plums (also not a violation of any 

Association rules). According to           

declarations submitted by the owners of 

the Unit, members in good standing, they 

too retired to their beds. 

Security Incident. Suddenly, and without 

prior notice or warning, there occurred a 

disruption in the common areas. One of 

the a fo rement ioned res idents              

immediately rushed to a window to         

investigate the cause of the commotion. 

Whereupon was observed, with some 

degree of wonder and/or disbelief, an 

unregistered sleigh being pulled through 

the air by approximately eight (8)        

undocumented reindeer, having 

breached security by failing to stop at the 

guard station at the front gate. (The 

Board is reviewing possible changes to 

security procedures to avoid such       

incidents in the future.) The unlicensed 

driver of the nonconforming vehicle     

appeared to be the previously referenced 

Claus. 

Co-Conspirators. Said Claus was giving 

direction to the reindeer and specifically 

identified the animal co-conspirators as: 

Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet, 

Cupid, Donder and Blitzen (hereinafter 

the "Deer"). Upon information and belief, 

it is further asserted that an additional  

co-conspirator named Rudolph may have 

been involved.                                                    

(Continued on page 2) 
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We look forward to seeing everyone at the next monthly meeting.  Please      
distribute this newsletter to all interested friends and colleagues. 
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Next Chapter Meeting  

TOPIC: 

Energy Consumption in the 

Restaurant Industry 
 

WHEN: 

 Lunch 

December 18 at 11:30AM 

Where:   

The County Line           

on the Hill 

Cost:     

$25.00 
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The Association's management company is checking its records to see if it has any contact information for Claus and his     

accomplices. 

 

Rules Infraction. According to members who witnessed the incident, the vehicle and Deer trespassed upon the common area 

roofs without Board permission and in clear violation of the Rules & Regulations. Because of possible insurance implications, 

the Association's insurance carrier was notified. The potentially unsafe vehicle was filled with what appeared to be items of 

unknown origin or nature. Suddenly, without prior invitation or permission, either express or implied, the vehicle arrived at the 

Unit, and Claus entered via the exclusive use chimney in further violation of rules requiring all guests use front doors only. 

 

CC&R Violation. The aforementioned unauthorized guest was clad in a red suit and carried a large sack containing toys,      

together with other unknown items. Claus was smoking tobacco in a small pipe in clear violation of a recent CC&R amendment 

against smoking in Units. (The smoking ban is currently under legal challenge by a chain-smoking couple who believe they 

should have been grandfathered. The unbudgeted legal fees created by the litigation may result in an emergency special     

assessment after the first of the year. A copy of the complaint is available for review in the management office.) 

 

Hardwood Floors. The boots worn by Claus also made excessive noise on the hardwood floors and woke the owners in the unit 

below--a matter scheduled for discussion at the next board meeting to determine if acoustical standards should be raised for 

future hard surfaced floor installations. Members are invited to express their opinions on this important issue during the Open 

Forum portion of the meeting. An agenda will be posted on bulletin boards at least four days prior to the meeting. 

 

Nonprofit Status. Claus immediately filled the stockings of the aforementioned minor children with toys and other small gifts. 

(Out of an abundance of caution, we asked a CPA to determine if this jeopardizes the Association's nonprofit status.) Upon 

completion of the task, Claus touched the side of his nose and flew up the chimney to the roof where the Deer waited as    

lookouts beside the overloaded sleigh. (The Maintenance Committee will meet with a roofing contractor to examine the roof 

for potential damage. If any is found, the Unit owner visited by Claus may be specially assessed for the damage.) 

  

Claus quickly departed for an unknown destination. However, prior to his departure Claus was heard to exclaim: "Merry Christ-

mas to all and to all a good night!" Or words to that effect. 

 

Looking forward to seeing everyone on Thursday, December 18th for lunch at County Line. 

 

Sincerely, 

Derrick Van West 
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“Energy Consumption in the                   

Restaurant Industry” 
ASHRAE Austin Chapter 

2014, December 18 

 

Main Program Presented By: Tim Freemyer 

 

Tim Freemyer is an Executive Account Manager for Accurex, a Division 

of Greenheck Fan Corp. Tim’s work is concentrated on the equipment/

design of kitchens in the commercial industry. Tim has a mechanical 

engineering background and has been working with Accurex in the   

Austin market for 5 years. 

 

Register For Meeting Now! 

Previous Meeting Recap 

I think everyone thoroughly   

en joyed Dan Int -Hout ’s         

presentation on thermal com-

fort and air distribution. Dan 

was funny and engaging.  

Please let us know what you 

think of our programs.  

Email  David.Diggers@HTS.com 

Schedule: 

Social Hour:  

5:30 PM — 7:30 PM 

Brewery Tour: 

6:30 PM 

 

Location 

The ABGB 

1305 W Oltorf St 

Austin, TX 78704 

(On Oltorf b/w 1st and Lamar) 

 

Cost is $25/person  

Lunch Meeting 

No Tech Session!!! 

 

Schedule: 

Main Program 11:30 AM 

 

Location 

County Line on the Hill 

6500 Bee Caves Road 

Austin, TX  78746 

(1/2 mile west of Loop 360) 

 

Cost is $25/person  

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ea8zi95d1c57ec77&c=c12677b0-2572-11e3-927e-d4ae52754055&ch=c1f25330-2572-11e3-9286-d4ae52754055
mailto:David.Driggers@HTS.com
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Submitted By:  David Driggers, Programs 



PAGE  6  

TR E ASU RER ’S  R E PORT  

DECEMBER  2014  THE  AUSTIN  REGISTER  

*The opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of ASHRAE and may not be reproduced without special permission of the Chapter.* 

Submitted By:  Steve Hansen, Treasurer 
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Submitted By:  Vanessa Maryott 
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Submitted By:  Vanessa Marott 
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ASHRAE Student Branch:  

Student Branch Meetings:  

3rd Tuesday of each month , come out to visit and talk with students 

Thank you to Steve Hansen and Hensel Phelps sponsoring and speaking at the November meeting! 

Next General Meeting – Will resume in February 

 

 

Several Student Branch ASHRAE members are also active team members of the UT Solar Decathlon 

Team.  The U.S. Department of Energy Solar Decathlon challenges collegiate teams to design, build, and 

operate solar-powered houses that are cost-effective, energy-efficient, and attractive. The winner of the 

competition is the team that best blends affordability, consumer appeal, and design excellence with opti-

mal energy production and maximum efficiency (from SolarDecathlon.gov).  The UT Solar Decathlon de-

sign will include advanced energy and water systems integrated into Accessory Dwelling Units’ existing 

infrastructure to improve livability and affordability.  The UT Solar Decathlon Team is always looking for 

donations in any way, whether it is money, sample equipment, or simply just time and experienced feed-

back. If you wish to donate or learn more about the project, please contact Charles Upshaw, 

crupshaw@utexas.edu 

 

Volunteer:  

Student Activity Committee (K-12!) 

Please contact Alicia Reich at Alicia.Reich@Schneider-Electric.com to sign up for volunteer activities.  

 

 

Sponsors: 

We are looking for monthly meeting sponsors for the upcoming school year 

Please contact Jeff Miller (jmiller@txap.com) with any volunteer or sponsorship opportunities 

The opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of ASHRAE and may not be reproduced without special permission of the Chapter. 

Submitted By:  Jeff Miller, Student Activities 

http://www.solardecathlon.gov/
mailto:crupshaw@utexas.edu
mailto:jmiller@txap.com


CH APT ER  UPDATE S  

DECEMBER  2014  THE  AUSTIN  REGISTER  PAGE  1 1  

Young Engineers of ASHRAE (YEA):  

 Upcoming events: TBD 

 Past events: 

  Dec 11th: Two Steppin’ @ Mavericks 

Nov 11th: Happy Hour @ The Goodnight 

 Thank you to all event attendees for a great time with good company.  

This is all made possible through the support of the YEA planning committee, so an extra special 

thank you to: 

Carrie Ann (EEA), Will Clinton (EEA), and Dew Higgins (HTS) 

        Like YEA on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/YEA-Austin/135455226563139 

 

The opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of ASHRAE and may not be reproduced without special permission of the Chapter. 

A picture from the YEA Nov 11th: Happy Hour @ The Goodnight 

Submitted By:  Carrie Ann Crawford, YEA 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/YEA-Austin/135455226563139
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Membership Promotion:  
 A few people have been generous enough to volunteer their time to help on the membership      

promotion committee for this year.  Therefore I want to thank Kyle Kramer, Carrie Anne Crawford, 

Will Clinton, Bill Klock, and Derrick Van West for focusing on membership on our chapter as it helps 

myself and the chapter as a whole to have more people working on this task.  If anyone is still     

interested please shoot me an email or give me a call. 

 Don’t forget that Spencer Rothery and Kyle Kramer are your go to people about anything related to 

membership.  This includes dues, membership advancement, questions about the chapter, etc… so 

feel free to reach out to them with anything you need!  spencer.rothery@trane.com and 

kyle.kramer@hts.com  

 The 3rd Annual Austin Membership Promotion Drive is on for 2014-2015!  Look out for communica-

tions about this and don’t forget even if you just mention to a friend, coworker, client, etc… about 

joining ASHRAE you are eligible for points.  All you have to do is talk to them about it and send an 

email to spencer.rothery@trane.com recording that you had the conversation.  You could win $200 

worth of an Amazon gift card come May!   

 

Join ASHRAE Now! 

 

Research Promotion:  
Since 1919, the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) 

have supported research to improve quality of life. ASHRAE Research impacts the industry by advancing 

the way HVAC&R systems work and the way in which they are applied, and allowing development of    

technical information to create standards and guidelines which serve as the basis for testing and design 

practices around the world.  

 

Below is the current status of our 2014-2015 Research Promotion Campaign 

The opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of ASHRAE and may not be reproduced without special permission of the Chapter. 

$2,186 Current

$40,500 Goal

Submitted By:  Justin Johnson, RP Chair 

Submitted By:  Spencer Rothery, MP Chair 

mailto:spencer.rothery@trane.com
mailto:kyle.kramer@hts.com
mailto:spencer.rothery@trane.com
https://eweb.ashrae.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?webcode=verify
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2015 ASHRAE Winter Conference and AHR Expo 
 

ASHRAE is excited to return to Chicago for the 2015 Winter Conference, its historically best-attended 

event. Attendees can discuss the latest topics in the building industry; participate in technical tours;     

attend ASHRAE Learning Institute courses; earn professional credits; and obtain ASHRAE certifications. 

Chicago also serves as the site of the AHR Expo, co-sponsored by ASHRAE and held in conjunction with 

the Winter Conference. 

The two events combine to create the ideal atmosphere for those interested in advancing the building 

industry to network, inspect the latest technology and learn about the newest practices for the built      

environment. Don’t miss the chance to participate!   

The financial support provided by the AHR Expo helps fund vital research and other member programs. 

We all will benefit from a strong turnout in Chicago.   
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Submitted By:  Randy Schrecengost, Historian 

 

Vintage HVAC Advertisements, 1931 
1931 saw the doubling of unemployment to 16.3%.  The stock market crash of 1929 was having far reaching effects . The US govern-
ment started making some progress on the mob and a notable success was the conviction of Al Capone on tax fraud charges in 1931 
which got him an 11 year prison sentence in Alcatraz.   Many car manufacturers went out of business as people did not have money 
to buy new cars. One of the few successes was the completion of the Empire State building, and in Las Vegas the small local commu-
nity made the decision to legalize gambling.  Nature even conspired to make things worse by causing a serious drought in the Mid-
west which in turn made food more expensive and turned some area's into dust bowls. 

 

Propellair-Inc. - Ad in the February 1931 issue of Heating Piping and Air Conditioning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note: information excerpted from: HPAC Engineering, Edited by Connie Conklin, 08-21-2014 
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Be the first to solve and return this logic puzzle to DavidBacorn@EEACE.com and win 

a free banquet for you and one NEW guest.  Someone who hasn’t been to an ASHRAE 

meeting in 3 years will be acceptable as a new guest. 



TH E  BACK  PAG E  

DECEMBER  2014  THE  AUSTIN  REGISTER  

The opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of ASHRAE and may not be reproduced without special permission of the Chapter. 

ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION 

The Austin Register is a free monthly newsletter produced 

by the Austin Chapter of the American Society of Heating, 

Refrigerating, and Air-Conditioning Engineers. It is primarily 

intended for use by its Members.  The Austin Chapter does 

not act for the Society. 

 

Newsletter Editor: David Bacorn, PE, LEED AP 

 512.744.4412 

 DavidBacorn@EEACE.com 

 

Letters to the Editor are always 

welcome.  Please include a name 

and email address, as relevant 

letters may be published in future 

issues.   

RELATED INDUSTRY INFORMATION 

ASHRAE Jobs Program 

What: HVAC industry career services for both employers 

and job-seekers  

Info: www.ashraejobs.com 
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